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Background
The 21st century librarian workforce 
continues to be a female dominated 
profession of digital and data literacy 

advocates. A professional development 
opportunity, created jointly by the 

Princeton University Library and the 
Federal Reserve bank of St. Louis, 

emboldened to democratize access to a 
common on-the-job learning curve of 
working with economic data within the 

librarian profession. Librarians help 
researchers find and access data and 

endeavor to create open source 
instructional tools and resources.

 

Pedagogical Goals
● Provide analytical tools to identify 

high-quality activities
● Explain how economic data can be used 

to teach the Association of Colleges and 
Research Libraries’ Framework and 
knowledge practices in a meaningful 
way

● Teach a specific process and format for 
writing data literacy activities.

● Provide an opportunity for participants to 
apply the process and use the format.

Participant Results
After intensive review and thorough 

editing, activities are now published by 
the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis: 

https://www.stlouisfed.org/education/lessons-for-teaching-
data-literacy

Inclusive Design Principles
● Utilize qualified Learning Management 

System.
● Transparent assignments and clear 

expectations.
● Consistent communications plus 

notifications with follow-up.
● Shared folders and calendars.
● Participant driven topics with guided 

facilitation.
● Synchronous virtual breakout sessions.
● Self-reflection prompts.
● Optional resources and office hours with 

economists and educators.
● Built in peer-review & feedback loop.
● Encouragement and community 

mindset.

Key Takeaways by Participants
★ “I thought the idea of knowledge , 

transfer, the compelling questions, and 
thoroughness with which each aspect 
of the lesson are treated were 
valuable.”

★ “The guidelines for developing 
interactive activities and doing 
backward design were particularly 
valuable.” 


