Curious stories — metal ions in history, movies, and literature

By Lars Ohrstrom

Lars Ohrstrom is a Swedish chemist and chemical engineer who has also worked in
France, Botswana, Switzerland, and the US. Educated at the Royal Institute of
Technology in Stockholm (PhD 1993) he is currently professor of inorganic
chemistry at Chalmers University of Technology in Gothenburg and Head of the
Chemical Engineering programme.

Since 2007, he has been engaged in the International Union of Pure and Applied
Chemistry (IUPAC) where he currently serves as the President of the Inorganic
Chemistry division. He is also Assistant Director for Scandinavia and Africa -
Berkeley Global Science Institute.

His group conducts research on Metal-Organic Frameworks and the use of network topology analysis in
solid-state chemistry. Most recent publication on this topic : J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2020, 142, 20, 9471—
9481.

He is a member of the Swedish National Committee for Chemistry and a regular contributor to Chemistry
World’s (Royal Society of Chemistry) popular science podcasts, which you can listen to here:
https://www.chemistryworld.com/lars-6hrstrom/1649.bio.He also nurtures an interest in the role of
chemistry in history, art, literature and film and his popular science book The Last Alchemist in Paris
(OUP, 2013) has been translated into several languages.
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His latest book The Rhubarb Connection (RSC, 2018, with Jacques Coves) explores the everyday, and
not so everyday, stories of metal ions and their interactions with us humans. See:
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/ebook/978-1-78801-094-8
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